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One of our goals is to help you 

fulfill the Great Commandment 

and the Great Commission be-

cause they are mandates given 

to the church by Jesus. To un-

derstand the Great Command-

ment and Great Commission 

and to know how to carry out 

the five purposes as described in 

them, you can ògo around the 

basesó of KUCõs Discovery 

Classes. 

Discovery Classes are designed 

to equip you to begin fulfilling 

the five purposes.  

Begin at òfirst baseó with DISCOVERING MEMBERSHIP (class 100), and make a commitment 

to becoming a member of KUC.  

At òsecond base,ó DISCOVERING SPIRITUAL MATURITY (class 200), learn the habits of spiritual 

growth.  

Then at òthird base,ó DISCOVERING MY MINISTRY (class 300), discover your SHAPE and find 

your place of ministry in the church.  

At òfourth base,ó DISCOVERING MISSIONS (class 400), learn to share your faith at home and 

in the world.  

As in baseball, you donõt score if youõre still on base. After going around the òbases,ó take the fi-

nal Discovery Class,  

DISCOVERING MAGNIFICATION (class 500), and learn to live your life carrying out all five 

purposes of the Great Commandment and Great Commission.  

Discovery Classes will be announced. See you there! Z 

by Pastor Dexter  
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MEMBERSHIP YOU WERE FORMED FOR GODõS FAMILY 

Our Family Choir :  

òThe thing I like the most about the Family 

Choir is that youõre in it with people from a 

wide age range.  One gets to know them 

and cannot help but feel like theyõre truly 

family members.ó  Hideo Abe 

òWhat I like most about the Family 

Choir is the relaxed, friendly atmos-

phere created by Noel, which is 

passed on to and through the 

members of the choir at each ses-

sion and performance.  To anyone 

who attends KUC: come and join 

the Family Choir.  The wonderful 

thing about it is that there is no age 

requirement or limitation.  Everyone 

is welcomed; no musical experi-

ence or background is required.  

There is a place for anyone and 

everyone.ó  Nobuko Abe  

òItõs fun, just hanging out with 

people of all ages and hanging 

out with my grandparents.  Eve-

ryone is so kind and fun to be 

with.  The best thing is you donõt 

need to take voice lessons!ó  
Sarah Abe [Nobuko and Hideoõs 

granddaughter]  

I  t had its beginnings several years ago as a Youth Choir, led 

by David Kuraya while he was still in high school.  Then 

David was inspired by Makiki Christian Churchõs Family Choir on 

Oahu, and KUCõs Family Choir emerged for members of all 

ages to interact and learn together.  Davidõs away at college 

now and Noel is directing the choir in his sonõs place.   

N oel explained that the Family Choir is really all about 

members spending time together, getting to know each 

other.  Itõs a ministry that falls under Membership, rather than 

Magnification.  They meet every Sunday in the Music Room 

(next to the sanctuary) from noon to 12:30pm to sing together.  

They sing at our Sunday services from time to time and do two 

public performances at the Maui Mall every year.  Youõre all 

welcomed to join the fun and experience what its current 

members have discovered:  

 

By Bernie Saiki 

Above: David  
Right: Noel 
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MEMBERSHIP YOU WERE FORMED FOR GODõS FAMILY 
 

òFamily Choir is fun, and it makes 
me feel young at heart.  The re-

hearsals are short, and Noel is not 
strict.ó Janet Higa (Derrickõs mother, 
whoõs been singing with KUC for many 
years including with the Chancel Choir 

for the past 35 years). 

òFamily Choir is an excellent 
opportunity to become involved 

with the church because no 
musical background is needed.  
Also, rehearsals are only half an 
hour long, so making time for it 
should not be a major factor.  
The Family Choirõs motley group 
easily allows anyone to fit right 
in!ó  Allyson Higa (Derrick and Pearlõs 

daughter)  

òAfter the Family Choir per-
formed at the Maui Mall last 

summer, Kathy and Wayne To-
kumoto treated us to this ono 
mango bread dessert.  The 

members begged for seconds 
and requested the recipe.  This 

recipe is from the Higa Clan 
cookbook, ôTogether Again II,õ 

published in 1999.  It was  

shared by Shizue Yonamine and 
appears below.ó 

Edith Matsumoto (Noelõs mother-in-
law) especially enjoys how members 
share with each other.  

òThe Family Choir brings families 
together, and as a group, we sing 
as a òfamilyó of Christ ðone big 

Christian family singing together.  
The choir creates a pleasurable, 
enjoyable atmosphere to worship 
God in songs.  Whether youõre 

young or old, rich or poor, a mu-
sical virtuoso or tone deaf, youõre 

invited to the Family Choir 
òfamilyó.  Derrick Higa 

Mango Bread  
(from Together Again II) 

2 c. flour  
1 ĳ c. sugar 
2 t. ground cinnamon  
2 t. baking soda  
ĳ t. salt 
 

ĳ c. salad oil 
ĳ c. melted margarine 
Ĳ c. chopped nuts 
ĳ c. raisins 
ĳ c. shredded coconut 
1 t. vanilla extract  
2 c. chopped mango  
3 eggs  
 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.  Sift dry 
ingredients together in large mixing bowl.  
Add remaining ingredients and mix to-
gether.  Grease bottom of 9óx13ó pan.  
Pour batter into pan and let it stand for 10 
minutes.  Bake for 35 to 40 minutes.  

òWhat I like most 
about the Family 

Choir is the fellowship 
with others who enjoy 
praising the Lord by 
singing.  There is no 
prerequisite to know 

music, so even I quali-
fied to join this choir.ó  

Pearl Higa 
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By Cheryl Nakasone 

A s a child, intrigued with the 
country shaped like a boot 

jutting into the Mediterranean Sea, 
the country with a name just like a 
Thanksgiving bird, and the country 
whose name sounds like oil in the 
kitchen, I memorized their names 
- Italy , Turkey, and Greece .  
Throughout Sunday School (Old 
Testament in grades 1 to 6, the 
Gospels in grades 7 and 8, the 
rest of the New Testament in 
grades 9-12, and selected books 
of the Bible in college Bible stud-
ies), I wrestled with the meaning 
behind all of the Bible passages. I 
could only imagine what it was like 
living in biblical places.  

My first trip to Europe 

F ortunate enough to take my 
first trip abroad to Europe with 

some members of Kahului Union 
Church soon after moving to 
Maui, I toured through eight 
countries.  What I imagined 
from maps, pictures, and 
books became - for real!  I 
threw three coins in the Trevi 
Fountain and believed one day 
I would return to Rome to con-
tinue where I left off. 

My return trip, 25 years later 

T his past summer, I did re-
turn to Rome.  It was the first 

and final stop of a Mediterra-
nean land tour and sea cruise 
through the three countries that 
fascinated me in Sunday 
School.   

I came up with an itinerary that 

started in Italy: after three long 
plane rides, it was all aboard the 
Leonardo Express from Fiumicino 
to Rome and then to Siena.  After 
a nightõs stay it was on the train 
again to Florence for a couple of 
days to leisurely go through the 
Uffizi and Academia art galleries, 
and then finally to Venice to 
board Holland Americaõs Ooster-
dam.   

T welve days on the Mediterra-
nean, Adriatic, Ionian and Ae-

gean Seas, and through the Sea 
of Marmara, via the Dardanelles 
and Bosporus Strait and into the 
Black Sea, we entered ports in Split 
(Croatia), Piraeus (Athens, 
Greece), Istanbul (Turkey), Myko-
nos (Greece), Kusadasi (Ephesus, 
Turkey), Santorini (Greece), Katako-
lon (Olympia, Greece) and Venice 
(Italy). Continuing from Venice on 
more long train rides to Milan, 

Lake Como, Cin-
que Terra, the Tus-
can Countryside, 
Orvieto and finally 
Rome, it was an-
other week in Italy for more sam-
pling of regional cuisine, sightsee-
ing, and souvenir shopping.   

Paulõs journey 

P aul had a similar journey al-
though nowhere near as luxuri-

ous as I had it.  When Pastor Dex-
ter preached on Paulõs travels 
many Sundays, I would glance at 
the different maps in the pew Bi-
bles, tracing his journey to spread 
the Good News.  I also studied the 
book of Acts and Paulõs letters to 
the Ephesians more than once in 
different Bible studies. Once there, 
though, it was hard to believe how 
the ruins of this period in time 
(rubble and remains from wars 

and natural disasters) 
were preserved beneath 
us. To painstakingly 
piece history back to-
gether like a giant jigsaw 
puzzle was just amazing.   

W hile academic 
scholars continue 

to debate what historians 
have recorded and ar-
cheologists continue 
their work in unearthing 
the treasures buried be-
neath, I just had to see it 
to believe it . . . even 
though the Bible indeed 
tells us - itõs for real! Z 

Biblical Places - For Real! 
I just had to see it to believe it... 

 


